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practical and professional duties for which one is preparing,
while the developmental doctrine speaks of the ideal and
spiritual qualities of the principle which is unfolding.
The conception that growth and progress are just approxi-
mations to a final unchanging goal is the last infirmity of the
mind in its transition from a static to a dynamic understand-
ing of life. It simulates the style of the latter. It pays the
tribute of speaking much of development, process, progress.
But all of these operations are conceived to be merely tran-
sitional; they lack meaning on their own account. They
possess significance only as movements toward something
away from what is now going on. Since growth is just a
movement toward a completed being, the final ideal is im-
mobile. An abstract and indefinite future is in control with
all which that connotes in depreciation of present power and
opportunity.
Since the goal of perfection, the standard of development, is
very far away, it is so beyond us that, strictly speaking, it is
unattainable. Consequently, in order to be available for
present guidance it must be translated into something which
stands for it. Otherwise we should be compelled to regard
any and every manifestation of the child as an unfolding from
within, and hence sacred. Unless we set up some definite
criterion representing the ideal end by which to judge whether
a given attitude or act is approximating or moving away,
our sole alternative is to withdraw all influences of the environ-
ment lest they interfere with proper development. Since that
is not practicable, a working substitute is set up. Usually, of
course, this is some idea which an adult would like to have
a child acquire. Consequently, by " suggestive questioning "
or some other pedagogical de/ice, the teacher proceeds to
" draw out" from the pupil what is desired. If what is
desired is obtained, that is evidence that the child is unfolding
properly. But as the pupil generally has no initiative of his
own in this direction, the result is a random groping after what

